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Frankly, I was encouraged by the
fact—I hope this works out—that the
President reached out to at least some
Senators to see whether or not there’s
somebody somewhere, and since Demo-
crats controlled the House, perhaps we
could get to a greater balance by bring-
ing more people into the equation.

The Republicans are fond of saying
that you can’t spend yourself into pros-
perity. Well, you can’t cut yourself
into prosperity, either. That’s why the
notion of balance makes the most
sense. That’s why the President was
elected because that apparently made
the most sense to the American people.

Mr. GARAMENDI. Exactly. The
President has proposed a balanced ap-
proach to sequestration, as well as to
the long-term deficit plan, a combina-
tion of additional revenues, many of
them from closing loopholes, and also
some very wise cuts. There are things
that can be done in Medicare. I talked
earlier about the prescription drug ben-
efit. But there’s also the way in which
Medicare is organized. The fee-for-serv-
ice system encourages additional and
often unnecessary procedures. There’s
a lot of fraud in the system. We need to
deal with that. And the Affordable Care
Act, interestingly enough, went right
after every one of those, yet they want
to repeal the Affordable Care Act.

What are they thinking? We know
the Affordable Care Act works. We
know that the inflation rate in Medi-
care, since the Affordable Care Act
went into effect, has dropped precipi-
tously. It’s still growing, but it’s grow-
ing slower than the general health care
inflation rate in the Nation.

Ms. NORTON. That’s the first time
we’ve seen that in decades.

Mr. GARAMENDI. In decades.
we’re seeing the changes.

The Affordable Care Act, a major
part of that is an annual well person
visit to the doctor, so critically impor-
tant. Why? What’s your blood pressure?
How’s your sugar? What’s happening in
your life? Can we prevent you from get-
ting diabetes? Can we give you some
really—some cheap pills to keep your
blood pressure down, or are we going to
have the blood pressure go up so you
get a stroke and pay big-time for years
and years with disabilities and medical
care?

So the Affordable Care Act has the
right incentives in it to bend the cost
curve. And it is. It is actually working.

Ms. NORTON. It’s working. And be-
cause it’s working, we know good and
well the last thing the American people
would approve is snatching it back,
particularly since, by 2014, it’s going to
reach everybody.

I agree with you. There are ways to
cut. And unlike my friends on the
other side, this side has never said no
cuts. Their view is only spending cuts,
but we have never had that view, only
this or that. We really are open to the
kinds of negotiation, tough negotiation
it’s going to take to come out with
something.

Now, I'll say for the Ryan budget, he
says he was questioned, ‘“Well, do you
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really think any of this is going to hap-
pen?”’ and he said words to the effect,
“Well, you have to put down what you
really want,” I don’t have any problem
with that if they come to the table this
time so that there can be a real nego-
tiation and we can get to the kind of
budget that I think really is doable.

Mr. GARAMENDI. I notice that our
time is nearly over. If you’d like a few
closing comments, I’'m going to end in
just a few moments, too.

Ms. NORTON. First, I want to thank
my friend for keeping jobs before us.
That’s the bottom line. That’s really
what we’ve been talking about even as
we talk about the Ryan budget.

I simply wanted to come forward be-
cause, when I heard you on the floor, it
seemed to me almost everything you
were saying fed into the news today
from the Ryan budget. I ask people to
try to follow the explanation of what
that budget does when you hear that he
can close the budget in 10 years rather
than 25 years, understand that that is
impossible if you want to grow this
economy.

I thank you, once again, my good
friend from California, for making all
the important points this evening.

Mr. GARAMENDI. From Washington,
D.C., your leadership in this commu-
nity has been known for some time. I
thank you very much for joining us to-
night.

I want to do two things before I end.
First of all, Medicare is back on the
table. The Ryan budget takes up Medi-
care once again and provides a voucher
which will basically destroy it.

I used this last time around. I'm
going to change this. It says, Medicare
19656—that was President Johnson—
until 2013; created by LBJ, destroyed
by the GOP. I don’t think so. Seniors
don’t want it. Americans don’t want it.
In the last campaign for the Presi-
dency, this was one of the major issues,
and yet Mr. RYAN is coming back with
it. Bad idea, bad timing.

I want to end with this. This is a
great country. There is no other place
in the world like the United States. It
is one terrific country. There’s enor-
mous energy in this country, the en-
ergy where people want to get a job,
they want to go to work, businesses
want to grow, and they want to hire
people. All of that is waiting for Con-
gress to get its act together, to get the
sequestration out of the way, which is
an austerity budget that has 750,000
jobs to be lost in it, get that out of the
way. Look at the balanced proposal, as
the President has suggested. End some
tax loopholes. Make some cuts. Make
wise, thoughtful cuts. And it’s possible.
It can be done, and it should be done.

Along the way, we can grow the econ-
omy. We can, once again, ‘“‘Make it in
America.”” Because when we make
things in America, when we use our tax
money to buy American-made equip-
ment, supplies, and products, we’re cre-
ating jobs here. We’re putting people
back to work.

George Washington said we ought to
do it. Alexander Hamilton as Treasury
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Secretary said we ought to do it. And
we, the Democrats, say we ought to do
this. We ought to have a buy American.

Mr. RAHALL, the ranking member of
the Transportation and Infrastructure
Committee, has made it clear that, as
a major part of the new transportation
bill, there’s going to be a major ‘‘Make
it in America’” component so that
we’'re buying American-made goods
once again. He’s supported by every
one of the ranking members of every
subcommittee, and I add myself to that
list.

For the last 3 years, I've carried spe-
cific bills that say our tax money,
transportation tax money, would be
used to buy American trucks, buses,
bridges, and steel made here in Amer-
ica. If you’re going to put up a solar
panel on your house or a wind turbine
and you expect a subsidy—and you
should have one—then it should be an
American-made solar panel or wind
turbine.

We can make it in America when
Americans, once again, make it. So,
that’s our message. Our message is to
be wise about the cuts. Yes, we'’re
going to make cuts. Balance it with ap-
propriate revenue increases, which
should be basically the elimination of
many of the unnecessary subsidies that
go out even to American corporations
still receiving subsidies for offshoring
jobs. No more. The President was right.
Give a break to American companies
that bring jobs back to the United
States.

All of this is possible. This is what
we are here for, 435 of us in the House
of Representatives, to set policy. Mr.
DELANEY talked about education, tech-
nology, energy policy, and we were
joined this evening by our other
friends, Mr. HIGGINS from New York,
Mr. RYAN from Ohio, and Ms. NORTON
from Washington, D.C. It’s been a good
evening.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

———————

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. CICILLINE (at the request of Ms.
PELOSI) for today.

—————

PUBLICATION OF COMMITTEE
RULES

RULES OF THE COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE
FOR THE 113TH CONGRESS

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, PER-
MANENT SELECT COMMITTEE ON IN-
TELLIGENCE,

Washington, DC, March 12, 2013.
Hon. JOHN BOEHNER,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: In accordance with
Clause 2 of Rule XI of the House of Rep-
resentatives, I am submitting the Rules of
the Permanent Select Committee on Intel-
ligence for printing in the Congressional
Record. On February 13, 2013, the Committee
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